Spring 2023 Edition

Meet the Team

Welcome to another edition of our newsletter. A lot has happened in these past few
months.

PRCA recently held the Annual General Meeting at Yuraba Conference Centre,

12" September. Our presentation of the Annual Report highlighted our achievements and
successes throughout the 2022/2023 year. As our management committee members
stood down, the following were elected to ensure the continuing efforts were succeeded
for ongoing growth and accomplishments to the catchment and the community.

The 2023/2024 committee members elected and very much welcomed are:

Derek Johnson President

David Houghton Vice President

John Atkins Secretary

Richard Clarkson Treasurer

Linda Kalle Committee member (Membership Engagement)
Madonna O’Brien Committee member (Wildlife Management)
Margaret Goody Committee member (People and Culture)
Graeme Beuth Committee member (Business Management)

We are excited to have such professional knowledge and experience join us at the table to
navigate another busy year of on ground environment projects and attending community
events. Along the way, we look forward to meeting you all. Should you have any questions
or concerns on catchment matters, please contact admin@prca.org.au and one of our
committee members or staff will be happy to respond.
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Meet our new committee member

The PRCA management team would like to welcome a new member to our committee -
Margaret Goody.

Margaret has been our human resources advisor since early 2022, providing services
through Akyra Strategy and Development. Her extensive experience in the HR field has
been invaluable in developing our policies and procedures for staff and volunteers.

Margaret’s expertise comes from working with small-to-medium and corporate enterprises
across a myriad of industry and service sectors in the private and not-for-profit areas. Key
strengths include fluency in the language of business underpinned by on-the-ground
experience together with a broad knowledge and understanding of the legislative
environment and contemporary practices for human resource management and business
sustainability.

Previous roles held by Margaret include managing director, CEO and consultant with
responsibilities covering human resource management, business development, stakeholder
relations, community-business partnerships and strategic and business planning. Margaret
is an alumni of the Australian Graduate School of Management; fellow of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors; and member of the Australian Human Resources Institute.

To now have her as part of the committee in a voluntary capacity, in addition to Akyra's
services, is a great benefit to PRCA, its members and clients.




Wongam Koala Gully Project

The Wongam Koala Gully (WKG) project continues
to meet its milestones. Jason Ramsay and Mitch
Peake are very busy in finalising the plan for the
weeding portion of on-ground works which is
scheduled to begin in October 2023. A major focus
is to improve connectivity between koala habitat by
clearing around existing habitat and opening many
pathways otherwise entirely obstructed by
infestations of ground covering weeds such as
lantana and molasses grass. 'Restore Nature’s
Balance' has come on board to perform the weed
treatments and Norbert and his team are excited to see the results once the more invasive
and destructive weeds are out of the way.

Plantings are envisioned to take place in March 2024. Several large plots have been
proposed in easily accessible parks in Bunya which should support hundreds of new trees.
High quality, primary food species of trees will be planted alongside other supportive
native flora suitable for the regional ecosystem. We are always looking for volunteers to
assist with plantings and small weeding programs so if you live in, or near Bunya, and
have an interest in koala conservation or our environment, please reach out to our team.

PRCA would like to thank Griffith University for their assistance in setting up the wildlife
monitoring cameras throughout the project site. These cameras will be an important tool in
understanding the fauna movement within the region and qualifying the success of our
weeding and planting efforts. Only a few days after installing the cameras, we have seen
our first koala! Within the first few days we have seen multiple wallabies, kangaroos and
possums making their way through the corridor.

Finally, PRCA is planning to host an event in Surrey Farm Park, Bunya on 29
October 2023. Keep an eye on official communication channels and the Bunya Residents’
Association for more information. We will be unveiling the Koala Totem, an artistic piece
created by a local indigenous artist and sharing updates on the project with the local
community, our partners, and supporters.

Link to video:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AulfCO7TvRpnJXfYtawyBY pAf-wrmb3Z/view?usp=sharing

Image 1: Wallaby spotted by one of the installed cameras
Link: Video of a koala taken from one of the recently installed cameras
Image 2: Griffith University team members - Douglas Kerlin, Wee Lum Tan, Ovidiu Noran
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Leave It Dog Training in the Park

PRCA is partnering with the Griffith University Social
Marketing team to bring the 'Leave It' dog training program to
Bunya! PRCA and Griffith will be hosting two FREE training
sessions in Surrey Farm Park, Bunya, on 8" November and
11" November 8:30AM to 9:30AM with accredited dog
trainers. RSVP is mandatory so please call or email Mitch
from PRCA on 0433 397 159 or mitch@prca.org.au to register
your interest.

Start by downloading the free 'Leave It' app on your phone
which comes jam-packed with a wide range of helpful training
tips and tricks for untrained puppies, adult dogs in need of a
refresher or any in-between. Teaching our beloved pooches to
leave wildlife alone can be challenging but it isn't impossible!
This is especially important for those of us who live on or near wildlife habitat areas where
our pups may run afoul of koalas and other animals often killed by dog attacks. Spending
some time and effort in teaching your dog the right things may just save a life somewhere
down the line.

?

SUMMER FIRES! ARE YOU READY?

Vegetation, topography, and weather conditions influence the
size, intensity, speed, and predictability of bushfires.
Understanding how fire responds to these elements and the
peak bushfire seasons across Queensland means you can be
better prepared.

Bushfires can cause serious property and infrastructure
damage and lead to loss of life.

The fire itself is only one element of the danger. Other
impacts from bushfires include the effects of radiant heat and

o Fire embers can spread many kilometres from the location of a large bushfire,
causing smaller spot fires to break out.

e Radiant heat can be felt more than 100m away from a large bushfire and has the
potential to melt or fracture objects including parts of cars, glass windows, etc.

Toxic fumes and heavy smoke produced from bushfires can impair vision and impact on
air quality and create difficulties in breathing.

Due to the unpredictable nature of fast-moving fires, people are likely to be encouraged to
evacuate from their homes as quickly as possible to ensure they can reach safety. It is
important to make sure you follow any local alerts and warnings.
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SOME TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR HOME
-Ensure your house number is clearly displayed (for emergency service crews)
-Remove excess combustible material (e.g. dry grass, dead leaves, and branches)

-Move any flammable items such as wood piles and garden furniture well away from the
house.

-Trim low-lying branches.
-Keep gutters clear of leaf litter.

-Make sure any LPG cylinders are upright and relief valves are pointed away from the
house.

-Remember to change the batteries in your smoke alarms around this time each year.
-Check that pumps, generators and water systems are working.

‘Replace any damaged roofing and seal any gaps.

-Check that your first aid kit is fully stocked.

Further information obtained from https://www.getready.qld.gov.au/understand-your-
risk/types-disasters/bushfire

PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.
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In the Community

THE BIRDERS - (Noisy Pitta)

There have been some exciting avian visitors to Kumbartcho over the winter including a
pair of Red-capped Robins and the Spotted Pardalote. Another visitor has also excited our
group. The spectacular Noisy Pitta is normally found in the rainforests of Eastern Australia,
although they often migrate to coastal areas during the winter. They have even been
known to spend wintertime in mangrove forests.

They forage on the forest floor targeting insects and snails. We have been fortunate
enough to have three of these birds spending time at Kumbartcho in the eucalypt and
rainforest gullies. Despite their brilliant gem-like colours they can be difficult to spot.
However, if you keep still and keep a low profile you will be rewarded with a memorable
bird show. Often you will hear their distinctive call first, which has been described as the
“walk-to-work” call.

They are a small bird, and one wonders how they will survive the journey back to the
rainforest regions. Throughout the year, Kumbartcho is a wonderful sanctuary for so many
species of birds including our winter visitors. Many of the team are looking forward to the
next visit coinciding with early spring, a peak time for our local birds.

Photo and Article by: Bob Crudgington




On the Ground

REVEGETATION OF THE PATSY EVISTON PARK AT SWEENEYS RESERVE PETRIE

The Sweeney’s Bushcare Group received a Moreton Bay Community Activities Grant for
$9,735 to reinstate native vegetation in the groups Bushcare sites. MBRC, now known as
the City of Moreton Bay (CMB), has removed 50 Cocos Palms from the Patsy Eviston
Reserve and a local contractor assisted with the removal of woody vines, shrubs, and
grasses along the Gympie Road Pathway. Both sites will be revegetated with 1000 local
native plants. The Gympie Road pathway and the Patsy Eviston Reserve will provide
native habitat for the movement of local wildlife especially Koalas. Existing trees are now
accessible to Koalas travelling along this corridor. The new plantings will provide habitat
support for the future.

PRCA wish to acknowledge and thank CMB, the contractors and the wonderful team of
volunteers who contributed to make this grant project successful.

A reminder to all volunteers and the community of why our work is so important...

Sophie Now...
Sophie was rescued with her mother on May 22nd, 2022, during the second floods that
devastated Sweeney Reserve Petrie last year.

Both were taken to Australia Zoo Hospital but sadly after a couple of weeks her mother
was euthanised due to an untreatable kidney infection. Sophie was placed with a wildlife
carer and continued to thrive. In early November after several months of constant care,
she was returned to Sweeney Reserve for release. It was wonderful to see her climb the
tree so confidently after being so sick.

Sophie is such a pretty girl and to this day, is regularly spotted in the area.

julie.adil@agn




Attention Kobble Creek Landholders

The North Pine River Source Protection Program (NPRSPP) funded by Seqwater continues
to result in significant changes to the health of the North Pine River catchment and its water
quality. PRCA has wound up the first year of a 5-year program, which aims to improve
source water quality for the North Pine Dam and Dayboro Water Treatment offtake. To date,
approximately 33km of North Pine River and 6km of Laceys Creek riparian vegetation has
been managed to control invasive vine species such as cat's claw creeper (Dolichandra
unguis-cati) and Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia) on over 30 private properties. A further
5.5km of riparian areas have been addressed on Seqwater managed lands, both upstream
and downstream of the Dayboro Water Treatment Plant (DTP), as well as 2.25km on MBRC
Reserves. These vines have the potential to smother existing native vegetation, especially
along riverbanks, killing native vegetation resulting in increased erosion and sedimentation
risk and loss of habitat, biodiversity, and amenity. PRCA staff, contractors and landholders
have reported on a significant improvement of riparian condition and a reduction in the
occurrence of invasive vine species on targeted sites compared to last year's program.

Due to the success of the program, more funding has been sourced through Seqwater and
Department of Environment and Sciences Disaster Relief Funding to combat weeds
throughout Kobble Creek and the Apex Park Offset planting near Dayboro. These sites will
add to the existing program of works, releasing the pressure on remnant riparian vegetation
and allow for natural regeneration, bank stabilization and flood mitigation.

PRCA is currently looking for private landholder interest in the program along Kobble Creek.
If you or someone you know has property along Kobble Creek or one of its tributaries and
are interested in learning more about the health of the water, identification of invasive vines,
the benefits of diverse vegetation and habitat and how you can have invasive species
removed as part of the program, please get in contact with the PRCASs’ project officer Mitch
on mitch@prca.org.au or admin@prca.org.au.

Cat's Claw Creeper at Kobble Creek, Dayboro
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Are you interested in using biological control agents on your
property?

Last financial year, PRCA ran a biological control program against the much-despised
cat’s claw creeper. A total of 19,600 leaf-mining jewel beetles and 3,200 sap-sucking
tingids were released with funding from the North Pine River Source Protection Program,
provided by Seqwater. These insects are the natural enemies of cat’s claw in its native
South America. Here, they’re bred by Mooloolah River Landcare and Gympie Landcare
and help to control the spread of cat’s claw. Although these agents are already found in
the catchment from previous releases or, by spreading from other catchments, PRCA
released these insects at key locations to maximise their establishment. These insects
were tested for many years by the Queensland Government and approved for release
after detailed scientific consultation. They have been in use for more than a decade, so we
don’t need to fear another outbreak like the cane toad.

This year, PRCA is broadening the program to include a biocontrol agent for madeira vine,
the madeira vine beetle. We're looking for landholders in the North Pine River Catchment
who have either cat’s claw or madeira vine on their property for this year’s releases. If
you’re interested in having these pint-sized eco-warriors released on your property, we'd
love to hear from you! Please contact our biocontrol project officer Jason via email

on jason@prca.org.au or the office on (07) 3325 1577 to arrange a site inspection.

L: The jewel bettle
R: 2000 jewel beetles ready for release
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Gold's Scrub Regeneration Project

We encourage all to come along to
this piece of paradise knowns as
‘Golds Scrub’, situated at Mt
Samson along Golds Scrub Road, of

course @)

You will be mesmerised by its
remnant rainforest beauty, but it
does need your help! If you would
like to come along, meet the team
and enjoy some time out, please
contact admin@prca.org.au for next
working bee details.

This is what happened at the August
working bee!

“We had pleasant warm, sunny weather at our August 30 working bee. Three people
attended, working 10 hours in total. It was very helpful to have the track and fire break recently
mowed and thanks go to Seqwater.

Patrolling the Scrub for quick seeding weeds — We saw almost none as we prioritised cats’
claw (Dolichandra unguis-cati). We did spend a few minutes pulling many small ochna
seedlings from under the large fig tree. [This process is vital to our aim of maintenance stage
being reached. To remove these weeds before they seed will reduce the long-term presence of
these species.]

Cats' claw (and others) in the Scrub — Our priority was to manage cats' claw. With the grasses
browning off and becoming thinner, giving us a better chance of spotting the creeper. We
started work in roughly the area we worked last month (in the southwest quarter of the

Scrub). We later found an intense patch in the northeast of the Scrub which will require further
work. Both areas were awkward to treat and thus time-consuming. We removed many large
asparagus ferns which have grown vigorously since last month. It would be good to return to
the northeast patch in September.

Additional Tradescantia — We bagged small patches of Trad that we found within the Scrub to
avoid them proliferating.

Nature Notes — Many birds were heard such as Bar-shouldered Doves, Lewin’s
honeyeaters, Eastern Yellow robin, White throated Treecreeper, Golden Whistler, Pied
Currawong and another which we could not identify.”

By Lesley Hughes
Volunteer




Upcoming Events

October 2023

4t — 7:00pm to 9:00pm — Hub Night hosted by Redcliffe Environment Forum on
Migratory Birds. Please visit website for further information

at https://www.redenviroforum.org/

7t — 9:00am to 1:00pm — Migratory Birds Day Event hosted by Redcliffe Environment
Forum — please see website for further information at https://www.redenviroforum.org/

8t — 8:00am to 10:00am - Bushcare Hays Inlet - please see website for further
information at https://www.redenviroforum.org/

11t — 7.00am — Birding on South Pine River — Field trips / Surveys / Photography. Meet
at Kumbartcho Nursery Car Park. 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Please wear long
pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle, binoculars, and morning tea.

22" — 7:30am to 10am — Community Planting at YMCA Camp Bundalong — Byrnes
Road, Joyner. Please wear long pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle.

25" — 8am to 10am — Gold’s Scrub Regeneration Project — End of Gold’s Scrub Lane,
Samsonvale. Before first attendance, please ring Carole on 3379 1453 (message bank
available if no answer) or bristowc@bigpond.net.au or admin@prca.org.au. Please wear
long pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle.

29" — SAVE THE DATE - Surrey Farm Park, Bunya. Keep an eye on PRCA official
communication channels and with Bunya Residents’ Association for more information. We
will be unveiling the Koala Totem, an artistic piece created by a local indigenous artist and
sharing updates on the project with the local community, our partners, and supporters.

November 2023

5t — 7:30am to 10am — Community Planting Rob Akers — Bells Pocket Road, Lawnton.
Pine Rivers Koala Care supporting the planting. Please wear long pants, long shirt, hat
and bring water bottle.

8t — 8:30am — 9:30am — Leave It Dog Training Day in the Park — Surrey Farm Park,
Bunya. Bring your pooch along to a training session run by Griffith University and learn
wildlife avoidance tips and tricks. RSVP is mandatory so please call or email mitch on
0433397159 or mitch@prca.org.au to register your interest.

11t — 8:30am — 9:30am — Leave It Dog Training Day in the Park — Surrey Farm Park,
Bunya. Bring your pooch along to a training session run by Griffith University and learn
wildlife avoidance tips and tricks. RSVP is mandatory so please call or email mitch on
0433397159 or mitch@prca.org.au to register your interest.

15" — 7:00am — Birding on South Pine River — Field trips / Surveys / Photography. Meet
at Kumbartcho Nursery Car Park. 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Please wear long
pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle, binoculars, and morning tea.

29" — 8am to 10am — Gold’s Scrub Regeneration Project — End of Gold’s Scrub Lane,
Samsonvale. Before first attendance, please ring Carole on 3379 1453 (message bank
available if no answer) or bristowc@bigpond.net.au or admin@prca.org.au. Please wear
long pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle.
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PRCA would not be able to operate without the assistance of our members — please encourage your friends and
families to join us in supporting vital catchment work.

Contact the Catchment Association’s Office staff to talk about taking up membership

Our Catchment Office is staffed weekly.
Please feel free to ring for an appointment to visit us!
07) 3325 1577 - admin@prca.org.au

PRCA Administration Office, The Cottage at Kumbartcho Sanctuary
15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill QLD 4037

This email was sent by PRCA, Pine Rivers Catchment Assoc, 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill, Queensland
4037, Australia Unsubscribe
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