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Earth just had its hottest 

INFO-FLOW Newsletter

A Message from the Leadership Team

Hello PRCA members! Welcome to the winter edition of our newsletter. I hope you are enjoying 

our cooler weather. It must surely be one of the wettest autumns we’ve ever had! It has been a 

great time for planting. Autumn is usually the best time, and with these light overnight showers the 

watering has taken care of itself.

We have had a busy few months with a lot of activities, and hopefully not a baptism of fire for our 
new Senior Environmental Project Officer Dan Pagotto. Dan was dropped into the deep end in 
his very first week with the coincidental startup of the Seqwater North Pine erosion works with 
Healthy Land and Water as the coordinating consultant, and Alluvium organising the engineering 

works plans. PRCA is executing the landholder liaison, so Dan met a whole lot of landholders 
in quite a short space of time. Many thanks to Mitch Peake, our Project Officer, who juggled 
Seqwater and Council projects and ensured a smooth hand-over to Dan for the Seqwater work. 
Mitch is now able to focus on working with Council, which we are concentrating on building now 
that we have extra hands.

PlatypusWatch has been initiated for the South Pine River, Cedar Creek, and some other 

waterways in the southern part of our catchment. Dan, Jason, and I met with Tamielle Brunt, 
Projects Officer with the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland, and Lauren Wood, currently 
studying animal ecology at the University of Sunshine Coast. More information on PlatypusWatch 
and our intentions are below.

Two Seqwater Peer to Peer online meetings were presented by Seqwater discussing “Introduction 
to water source protection – The What, Why (and how!)”, by Tim Odgers, and “Mapping with 
Seqwater”, presented by Dr Morag Stewart. Seqwater holds several of these Peer-to-Peer 
meetings each year and they are invaluable for keeping all catchment groups informed and in 

touch.

Stay safe.

Derek
President
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JANET MANGAN WINS 

WOMEN IN LANDCARE 

AWARD 2023-24
Congratulations Janet! This award of recognition 
and dedication is well deserved. From everyone 

here at Pine Rivers Catchment Association, we 

thank you immensely for the endless volunteering 

you put in to protect the environment by weeding 

and planting, your passion and commitment is 

inspiring and truly valued. A huge thanks to SOWN 
(Save Our Waterways Now) for nominating this 
amazing lady for her volunteering services!

Announced on Saturday May 25, the Awards took 
place at 6 venues across Queensland and with the 
clever use of technology, Queensland Water and 
Land Carers were able to bring everyone together 

virtually to celebrate these wonderful achievements. 

AWARD DEDICATION
With exceptional energy and dedication, Janet Mangan is an active volunteer and dedicated 
leader for a number of bushcare groups in Local Councils, National Parks and Catchment groups 
across South-East Queensland and Greater Brisbane.

Janet’s dedication and passion is unmatched – to bushcare and community groups, volunteering 6 
days a week and attending two to three bushcare events per day. Janet works and leads bushcare 
and nursery groups in both of Brisbane City Council’s Creek Catchment and Habitat Brisbane 
programs, Save Our Waterways Now (SOWN), Koala Conservation Council, Kumbartcho Native 
Plant Nursery, Pine Rivers Catchment Association, Native Plants Queensland and Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS).

Janet is involved in all aspects of bushcare and nursery activities, from carrying out the manual 
work of propagating, weeding, and planting, to providing education and taking on decision-
making roles in committees.

Janet Mangan is an exceptionally hard worker and energetic leader that continues to inspire and 
leave an enduring legacy for our environment and communities.

In Focus



PLATYPUSWATCH IS COMING TO THE PINE RIVERS!

Article by Dan Pagotto (SEPO)

The platypus (Ornithorhynchus anatinus) is one of Australia’s, if not the world’s, most bizarre 

and iconic animals. It is a semi-aquatic, egg-laying mammal with webbed feet and a bill that 

looks like it belongs to a duck. Additionally, the platypus’ bill has electroreceptors that allow 

it to hunt for prey in the darkest and dirtiest waters with its eyes closed. This super-sensory 

bill is packed with three distinct receptor cells that help the platypus detect movements and 

subtle electric fields produced by its prey. As if these features weren’t weird enough, the male 
platypus is one of the only mammals on earth that has venom glands (or spurs), which are 

located behind its back legs.

Unfortunately, the platypus has faced an increasing number and intensity of threats since 

European colonisation. In Queensland, its habitat has shrunk by 27 per cent over 30 years, 

and its numbers are declining. To counteract these threats, PlatypusWatch is a community-

based program that raises awareness of platypus conservation and gathers population 

data from Queensland waterways so researchers can identify where actions are needed 

— now and in the future — to protect this very special monotreme. Once a year (generally 

in September), volunteers divide and conquer to survey many sites throughout SEQ. In 

2024, PlatypusWatch is coming to the Pine Rivers for the first time! We are currently working 
with PlatypusWatch project officers to design and implement a volunteer-led survey in 
September 2024. The program will include an induction workshop to train volunteers on 

survey methodologies, and an observational survey at 20 sites across the South Pine River 

catchment (i.e Cedar Creek, South Pine River, Four Mile Creek and Conflagration Creek).
If you are interested in volunteering for this program, please email me at daniel@prca.org.

au. The PlatypusWatch Moreton Bay Region Community facebook group (https://www.

facebook.com/groups/platypuswatchmoretonbay/) is an excellent resource to meet other 

like-minded platypus lovers and to share sightings throughout the Moreton Bay region. For 

more information on the program, please visit https://wildlife.org.au/our-work/conservation-

programs/platypuswatch-network/

Image: Australian Geographic



LOCAL COMMUNITY CATCHMENT CARE INITIATIVE

In October 2023, PRCA staff and volunteers were invited to speak at a Dayboro 
Lions Dinner meeting. The forum was attended by Lions members as well as key 
representatives from PRCA’s funding partners. The drive was to stimulate voluntary 
community engagement in a local riverine project. With voluntary help from 

community groups such as Lions, our aim is to facilitate weed removal and stabilise 

parts of the riverbanks through revegetation.

Currently, the most viable, and favoured project location near Dayboro is the 
causeway and reserve known as Lees Crossing East Reserve located south of 

Dayboro. This area along the North Pine River is also a favourite swimming and bird 
watching site. While some riverine sections are ecologically intact, other sections 

are degraded and could vastly be improved with help from volunteers.

To date, PRCA has achieved a framework of requirements for starting a catchment 
care project. Thanks to our project staff, communication is now ongoing with CMB 
for project site agreement and access permissions.

If you are keen to be involved, please register your interest to Trudi, our Office 
Manager (admin@prca.org.au).



In the Community

DAYBORO DAY FESTIVAL

Recently, PRCA’s work was again represented at the increasingly popular 

Dayboro Day Festival. Thanks to our Office Manager Trudi, Project staff 
and voluntary members, we were able to share valuable information 

about our mission and current projects. A large number of people who 

engaged with us on the day showed genuine interest about PRCA’s work 

in key target areas. The educational display of potted weeds, together 
with the giant Cat’s Claw stump were a great conversation starter. Local 

residents always like to hone in on the map resource with a fascination 

for where all that water goes. Information packs were embraced with 

enthusiasm and new members signed up to potentially come on board.

Thank you Dayboro District Progress Association for yet another 
spectacular festival!

EDUCATION WITH BRAY PARK 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Photo Permissions: BPHSS

Bray Park High School Year 11 and 12 students studying 
geography, under the capable guidance of teacher Angela 

Mynn, inspected a section of Four Mile Creek near Kensington 
Shopping Village. The morning was attended by Project Officer 
Jason Ramsay and Derek Johnson to discuss local issues 
relating to habitat fragmentation, urbanisation, weed invasions, 

koala habitat, stream bank erosion, water quality and the 
flooding event of January 29, 2024.

GOLDS SCRUB SITE VISIT

PRCA committee member Linda Kalle along with Secretary 
John Atkins have been busy building up a relationship 
with the Dayboro Lions, to enable new projects in the 
area. A recent visit to Golds Scrub Regeneration Project 
allowed long term volunteer Carole Bristow to showcase 
this spectacular patch of remnant rainforest to some of our 

committee and staff members.

Want to be involved, Come and join us!

You are welcome at any time! Just come along with a drink 
for hydration, hat, sturdy footwear, and clothes suitable for 

gardening in the sun. No experience necessary, you will 
be guided by our experienced members and taught all the 

necessary skills required for the site you choose.

The bush needs you. Contact Trudi on admin@prca.org.au.

The excursion was well-received by the teachers and students and can hopefully serve as a blueprint for 
future community education opportunities.



SPOTTED PARDALOTE
The Spotted Pardalote is a small bird of 8 – 10 cms long. They spend the majority of their 
time in the canopy of Eucalyptus trees, foraging for lerps and other small invertebrates from 
the leaves. Their habitat is generally in the hillier ranges during the summer months and 
migrate to the lowland forests and reserves with eucalypt trees for the cooler months.

A northern migration also occurs with this and several other bird species from the southern 
states to many parts of Qld during the cooler months. Their call is quite loud for a tiny bird, 
and the bird is mostly recorded present during our walks as “heard only”. The call we hear is 
loud, and either a double call “deedee” or a triple call “sleep deedee”.

Kumbartcho surveys have been conducted since March 2011. The Spotted Pardalote was first reported in May 2021, firstly by 
a survey group member on a solo outing and then a couple of days later by myself. In the weeks following most of our survey 
group got to see this bird.

In late June 2023, other bird watchers photographed a female on the ground. A colleague reported to me a possible nesting site 
around this time as well. Pardalotes nest in holes they dig in hillsides and creek banks. My outing in August 2023 saw a pair 
taking food to their hatchlings to a tunnel nest in a pile of soil on the ground. The outcome of the nest was not followed up, but 
hopefully successful.

Article and Photographs Sue Lee

‘HOLA KUMBARTCHO’
Article and Photo by Claire Anderson (a member of  the local Kumbartcho 
Birding Survey Group) and permission from Pau.

Kumbartcho birders were introduced to Pau from Nules near Valencia, Spain, 
at our recent monthly bird walk. He immediately felt welcome when Rita, our 
founder, greeted him with “Hola, Come estas!”

Pau was treated to a superb morning observing and photographing a Platypus 
and many birds along the South Pine River. He enjoyed the morning walk and 
learnt about our local Kumbartcho birds from the talented Kumbartcho bird 
group.

We learnt of Pau’s favourite birds –

In Spain - the Orange and Blue Spanish Kingfisher  

In Andover, England - the Mute Swans and their Signets

And in Australia it is the Blue Winged Kookaburra from Northern Queensland

Pau has been on the Atherton Tableland in North Queensland for the past year. With only three weeks in Brisbane he 
says, “The Kumbartcho Sanctuary is amazing, good to enjoy and recommends it to improve mental health”.

Pau has a Law Degree and intends to study further in Environmental Law to protect natural locations and wildlife. Pau 
is soon to head off back to Cairns to do an underwater photography course. We wish him all the best for his future 
endeavours. Thank you for joining us Pau.

Article and Photo provided by Claire Anderson

LAND FOR WILDLIFE CONNECTIONS WORKSHOP
The Land for Wildlife Connections Workshop was an opportunity for people to meet fellow LfW property holders in the 

Samford region. It also included property owners who were interested in Land for Wildlife but had yet to join the program.

This event was extremely well received by the community and there are many benefits to becoming a LFW member. The 
next workshop is scheduled for early 2025 in Ocean View.

Held on the 1st May, Land for Wildlife (LFW) presentation at the Samford Community Hub was hosted by City of Moreton 
Bay. Speakers included PRCAs’ Secretary John Atkins discussing his own LfW property, extolled the virtues of the PRCA 

and offered some suggestions on how we might be able to help landholders. 
Project Officer Mitch Peake discussed the advantages of LfW for koalas and 
spoke of our current Wongam Koala Gully project, probably the biggest jewel in 
our crown at the moment. Community member Richard Wiseman also discussed 
his LfW property “Allambi” in Samford. Council officers also presented on issues 
pertinent to the region, including:

•	 New and emerging weeds

•	 The Red Imported Fire Ant threat

•	 How Council is using new ground-breaking eDNA techniques to locate and 	
	 track native fauna in the region, and

•	 How to spot and report cultural heritage items.



PETRIE POLICE STATION/ (SWEENEY RESERVE SITE)

Recently the PRCA successfully negotiated with the Queensland Police Service to 
help manage a piece of land situated behind the Petrie Police Station and adjoining 

Sweeney Reserve.

Back in 2019 the land was mainly cleared of invasive weeds and left to grass over. 
The rest of the land consist of a mixture of mature native and exotic trees.

The goal of the PRCA is to rehabilitate this land to recreate much need habitat for 
the local fauna, which includes koalas, possums, birds, lizards, frogs and 1 wallaby 
which has been sighted in the area.

At this stage the project has two focus areas. The first being weed control in the 
existing bush land, which has been overtaken by cats claw and a thick under story 

of ochna. The second focus has been on clearing an area of invasive grass and 
replanting native species to the area. 

Currently the Sweeney Bushcare group have gotten involved and are always 
looking for more volunteers to help. If you or someone you know is interested, the 

group meet every 2nd Sunday of the month for a couple of hours. You can find out 
more info on the Sweeney Reserve Conservation page found on Facebook.

Photos provided by J. Hansen

On the Ground

Before Planting   After Planting

Photos provided by J. Hansen



A NEW YEAR OF PRCA’S BIOLOGICAL CONTROL 

PROGRAM

Article by Jason – PRCA Research Project Officer

The morning chill is beginning to set in, which means it’s almost time for the next year of 
PRCA’s biological control program. Over the last two years, PRCA has been releasing the 

leaf-mining jewel beetle for the control of cat’s claw creeper. This year, we are expanding 
our footprint into the control of Madeira vine with the Madeira vine beetle.

Collectively, cat’s claw and Madeira vine make up some of the Pine Rivers’ worst weeds, 
smothering our native riparian vegetation and destroying the habitat provided to our native 

animals. They extend into the canopy and can cause canopy collapse through the sheer 
weight of the vine. The bank is often compromised through the loss of native vegetation, 
which means more sediment washed into our rivers and creeks.

Both the jewel beetle and the Madeira vine beetle feed on their target weeds’ foliage, 
reducing their vigour and growth rates. While they do not kill the vines, they provide 

an excellent alternative when physical treatment is difficult and have the advantage of 
spreading to other infestations without intervention. These insects have been approved for 
release by the Commonwealth Government and have been an invaluable tool in the control 
of these weeds for the last decade.

Please see some pictures below to help you identify whether you have cat’s claw creeper, 

Madeira vine and the insects on your stream bank. Next year, we are especially interested 
in infestations along Kobble Creek and Laceys Creek in the North Pine Catchment, and 
Cedar Creek in the South Pine Catchment. We will arrange a visit to see your cat’s claw 

and/or Madeira vine infestations. However, feel free to get in contact if you are elsewhere 
in the Pine Catchment, and you will be added to the waiting list.

Please contact our biocontrol project officer Jason via email at jason@prca.org.au or the 
office on 07 3325 1577 if you are interested in having these weed warriors released on 
your property!

Large Infestation of Cats Claw Creeper 

on Kobble Creek (left)   Madeira Vine in flower (right)  



GOLDS SCRUB REGENERATION PROJECT WORKING BEE
Held on the 30th April, three people attended, contributing 13.5 hours. Our main intention 
was to patrol the Scrub for quick seeding weeds.
Along the Edge Zone, a short time was spent checking native grass areas along the 
southern zone removing a few weeds. {The Edge Zone is the area between the dripline 
(the edge of the Scrub canopy) and the mowing line}. In some areas the Scrub meets the 
mowed firebreak and in other areas the Edge Zone is several metres wide.
Many seedling weeds under the fig trees were found: Brazilian nightshade, Ochna, Easter 
cassia, Climbing asparagus. This was concentrated work with much time spent.
On patrol of the Scrub, we walked the north side, weeding Coral berry, Climbing 
asparagus, Brazilian nightshade, Easter cassia and Catsclaw. They were not in big 
numbers, but some Coral berry had shed berries. It appears that the northeastern quarter 
of the Scrub contains more Catsclaw than elsewhere. It will be good to devote one 
working bee in winter to this area.

At the end of our patrol of the Scrub we checked all Tradescantia patches, and most were 
clear of Trad but will follow up work in patch 4 which has intermixed with green panic 
weed. We worked at its edges, to stop it expanding. Collected Trad was bagged securely 
and removed.

Nature Notes – Lots of bird calls – Yellow-tailed black cockatoos, Whistling kite, Whipbird, 
Lewin’s honeyeater, Grey fantail, Spotted pardalote and others.

Carole Bristow
Team Volunteer Lead

WONGAM KOALA GULLY 

PROJECT (WKG)

The next stage of the Wongam Koala Gully 
project is underway. Our friends at Restore 
Nature’s Balance are currently preparing two 
plots in the Powerful Owl Ct Park in Bunya 
that will support 2000 additional plants 
including a variety of high-quality koala food 
and habitat species.

You may see contractors installing mulch to help promote moisture and nutrient-retention in 
the soil while reducing the chance for weeds to encroach. Plants are due to go in the ground 
in June/July with a community planting and morning tea to follow in August 2024. Keep an 
eye on PRCA’s media channels for more information on this in the coming weeks.

Photo:  Just one of  the sites for planting.

RMIS (RIPARIAN MANAGEMENT INCENTIVE SCHEME)

Our contractors are gearing up to begin works in the South Pine sub-catchment for the 
Riparian Management Incentives Scheme sponsored by the City of Moreton Bay council. 
Focus for this program is around Cedar Creek and its tributaries and improving riparian 
health. Expect to see crews treating cat’s claw creeper, glycine, ochna, and other destructive 
weeds of note in the area very soon.

If you have a property that has creek/stream adjacent, we encourage you to reach out to 
the team at PRCA; we are always on the lookout for areas in need of weed control and keen 
landowners who may wish to be involved with the program.



Upcoming Events

JUNE 2024

8th - 7:30 to 9:30 - �Bunyaville Conservation Park Bushcare - Second Saturday once 
a month. Weeding and Planting for Koalas. Please contact 3164 
3600 for volunteering registration. Please wear long pants, long 
shirt, hat and bring water bottle and gloves.

9th  - 7:30 to 9:30 - �Sweeney’s Bushcare - Second Sunday once a month. Meet at 
the Entrance Car Park. Weeding and Planting for Koalas. Please 
wear long pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle and gloves.

9th – 8:00am to 10:00am - �Hays Inlet Bushcare - please see website for further 
information at https://www.redenviroforum.org/

13th – 7:30am – �Birding on South Pine River – Field trips / Surveys / Photography. 
Meet at Kumbartcho Nursery Car Park. 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons 
Hill. Please wear long pants, long shirt and bring hat, water bottle, 
binoculars, and your morning tea.

13th – 9am to 11am – �PRCA for Community Hour –Come join us and learn about 
our Catchment services or how to become a volunteer! The 
Cottage, 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Please let me know 
you’re coming at admin@prca.org.au

26th – 8am to 10am – �Gold’s Scrub Regeneration Project – End of Gold’s Scrub 
Lane, Samsonvale. So that we can meet and greet you before 
arriving, please ring or email Trudi at 3325 1577 or admin@
prca.org.au. Please wear long pants, long shirt, hat and bring 
water bottle.

Vores Road, Whiteside – If you would like to join a small group of volunteer’s hand 
weeding, please contact Janet on janet@themangoman.com.au for further details 
of days and start times. No experience necessary, just time to enjoy some company 
and make a difference.

JULY 2024

10th – 7:30am – �Birding on South Pine River – Field trips / Surveys / Photography. 

Meet at Kumbartcho Nursery Car Park. 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons 
Hill. Please wear long pants, long shirt and bring hat, water bottle, 

binoculars, and your morning tea.

11th – 9am to 11am – �PRCA for Community Hour – Come join us and learn about 

our Catchment services or how to become a volunteer! The 
Cottage, 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Please let me know 
you’re coming at admin@prca.org.au

13th - 7:30 to 9:30 - �Bunyaville Conservation Park Bushcare - Second Saturday 
once a month. Weeding and Planting for Koalas. Please contact 
3164 3600 for volunteering registration. Please wear long pants, 
long shirt, hat and bring water bottle and gloves. Look for Janet.



14th - 7:30 to 9:30 - �Sweeney’s Bushcare - Second Sunday once a month. Meet at 
the Entrance Car Park. Weeding and Planting for Koalas. Please 
wear long pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle and 
gloves.

14th – 8:00am to 10:00am - �Bushcare Hays Inlet - please see website for further 
information at https://www.redenviroforum.org/

31st  – 8am to 10am – �Gold’s Scrub Regeneration Project – End of Gold’s Scrub 
Lane, Samsonvale. So that we can meet and greet you before 
arriving, please ring or email Trudi at 3325 1577 or admin@
prca.org.au. Please wear long pants, long shirt, hat and bring 
water bottle.

Vores Road, Whiteside – If you would like to join a small group of volunteers’ hand 
weeding, please contact Janet on janet@themangoman.com.au for further details 
of days and start times. No experience necessary, just time to enjoy some company 
and make a difference.

AUGUST 2024

10th - 7:30 to 9:30 - �Bunyaville Conservation Park Bushcare - Second Saturday 
once a month. Weeding and Planting for Koalas. Please contact 
3164 3600 for volunteering registration. Please wear long pants, 
long shirt, hat and bring water bottle and gloves.

11th - 7:30 to 9:30 - �Sweeney’s Bushcare - Second Sunday once a month. Meet at 
the Entrance Car Park. Weeding and Planting for Koalas. Please 
wear long pants, long shirt, hat and bring water bottle and 

gloves.

11th – 8:00am to 10:00am - �Hays Inlet Bushcare - please see website for further 
information at https://www.redenviroforum.org/

14th – 7.30am – �Birding on South Pine River – Field trips / Surveys / Photography. 

Meet at Kumbartcho Nursery Car Park. 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons 
Hill. Please wear long pants, long shirt and bring hat, water bottle, 

binoculars, and your morning tea.

15th – 9am to 11am – �PRCA for Community Hour – Come join us and learn about 

our Catchment services or how to become a volunteer! The 
Cottage, 15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill. Please let me know 
you’re coming at admin@prca.org.au

28th – 8am to 10am – �Gold’s Scrub Regeneration Project – End of Gold’s Scrub 
Lane, Samsonvale. So that we can meet and greet you before 

arriving, please ring or email Trudi at 3325 1577 or admin@
prca.org.au. Please wear long pants, long shirt, hat and bring 

water bottle.

Vores Road, Whiteside – If you would like to join a small group of volunteer’s hand 

weeding, please contact Janet on janet@themangoman.com.au for further details 
of days and start times. No experience necessary, just time to enjoy some company 
and make a difference.



We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Country across our region.

We also acknowledge and pay our respects to the Kabi Kabi,

Jinibara and Turrbal Traditional Custodians, and their elders past, present and emerging.

Our Catchment Office is staffed weekly.

Please feel free to ring for an appointment to visit us!

(07) 3325 1577 - admin@prca.org.au

PRCA Administration Office, The Cottage at Kumbartcho Sanctuary 

15 Bunya Pine Court, Eatons Hill QLD 4037

.

Website | www.prca.org.au

Email | admin@prca.org.au

Facebook | facebook.com/PineRiversCatchmentAssociation

PRCA would not be able to operate without the assistance of our members - 

please encourage your friends and families to join us in supporting vital catchment work.

Contact the Catchment Association�s Office staff to talk about taking up membership

PROUD SUPPORTERS:

Seqwater

City of Moreton Bay

Akyra Strategy & Development

Kwik Kopy Strathpine

Qld Water & Land Carers

Department of Transport & Main Roads

Koala Action Inc

Qld Koala Crusaders


